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Musings from Mary 

 
Dear Friends at Riverdale, 

     We are now in the liturgical season of Advent and Christmas, a 
joyous and happy time of year in the Christian faith. With the economic 
downturn and high unemployment rates, the holidays will be even 
more of a struggle for many in our community. Our congregation has 
helped with Thanksgiving baskets and will help with Christmas baskets 
as well. In the midst of tough financial times, how do we find ways to 
celebrate? 

     First, it is important to remember that the very first Christmas took 
place in a stable, with two people, Mary and Joseph, who were very 
poor. They had none of the trappings of modern-day Christmas 
celebrations. As a matter of fact, they did not even know that the birth 
of their son, Jesus, would one day be a religious holiday celebrated by 
millions of people for over two thousand years.  

     Second, Christmas is a celebration of the heart, not of rampant 
consumerism. In our family, even when my daughter Amy was a child, 
we never went “overboard” for Christmas in terms of gifts and 
spending. As I said from the pulpit a few weeks ago, my family and I 
have decided to really pare down this year for the holidays, even more 
so than usual. 

      What are some practical ways that we do that? For book-lovers, 
Barnes and Nobles usually has a clearance rack, with nice books for 
under ten and sometimes five dollars. Home-baked goods are always 
a treat! When I was stationed in Germany years ago, my mother and 
my mother-in-law always sent packages of homemade candies, cakes 
and one year, a box of home- canned vegetables from their gardens, 
which were greatly appreciated. Socks, underwear, and gloves give 
warmth and are not expensive. I know of several older persons who 
have a card ministry..so stamps and boxes of all occasion cards would 
be nice gifts for them. I know of one adult who paid for a year’s worth 
of propane heating fuel for his grandparents, who are now on fixed 
incomes and not in good health.   For friends and family who are shut 
in or need transportation help, offer to take them more frequently to the 
store or to run errands.  

     Third, there comes a point in life where to get “things” just to have 
more “things” has a diminishing return. Jesus pointed this out to 
people on many occasions, such as when he told people to lay up for 
themselves treasures in heaven, not treasures on this earth. 

     I want to challenge all of us to search our hearts and minds this 
Christmas, so that the spirit of Christmas remains with us long after the 
tree is down, the decorations are put away, and the family visits are 
over. Christmas is not just “a day”...it should be “everyday.” 

     With prayers for all of you for a blessed and happy Christmas, 

 

Mary     
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   SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

     The Session learned of the joy that the wheelchair stolen on 
Halloween has been returned and is not damaged. We thank 
those who contributed money towards its replacement, and the 
Session is offering to have your gift returned to you. Please let 
Rev. Pullen know of your wishes. Otherwise, the gifts will be 
added to the Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets fund. 
   

   The Session is beginning to look at our renewal process 
which is part of the Interim period. We are looking at the Ses-
sion committee structure to update it and renew the commit-
tees' effectiveness. Those who serve on these committees are 
encouraged to participate in updating mission statements to 
reflect RPC in 2009 and beyond. This work is to be completed 
by mid-January 2009. 
 

     Secondly, the Session has formed a committee to look at 
our membership rolls. The committee will use the Book of Or-
der  guidelines to determine those who are not active; to try to 
contact them; and as appropriate to remove them from the 
membership rolls. As Christians we are being good stewards by 
seeking out those who are inactive, and we are being good 
stewards financially as we address our per capita payment to 
Presbytery. 
 

     A draft of the 2009 expenditure portion of the budget for 
RPC was presented. The budget will be considered again in 
December after our Stewardship campaign is completed and 
the evaluation of potential income from our investment assets is 
done.   
 

     The Sacrament of Communion will be celebrated on Decem-
ber 21 during morning worship. 

 
     Session meetings are open to all members of the RPC con-
gregation except when the Session meets in executive session. 

 

Elders: Jackee Clark, Irene Havas, Margaret Hays, Frances 
Kemper, Jean Kline, Kristine Patterson, Frank Randall, Gail 
Randall, Richard Redfield, Bettyjean Bailey Schmiedigen, Har-
riet Sunderhauf, Helen McKeever, William Walters, Rebekah 
Weir, and Lois Williams. 

 

 Christian Education 

 
It is time to order your Christmas Poin-
settia!  They will decorate the chancel 
for worship on Sunday, December 21st 
and Christmas Eve.  You may pick up 
your plant on December 21st or after 
the Christmas Eve service or leave it for 
the Deacons to deliver to the sick or 
shut-ins.  The cost for a poinsettia with 
8-12 blooms is $10.50.  The colors for 

ordering are, red, white, pink and marble.  If you would like to 
order a poinsettia you are welcome to call the church office to 
place your order at 301/927-0477 

 
 
 

Thank you for your positive response to my Children's 
Sermons this fall.  It has been a tough act to follow Bill 
and Carl stories!  For those of you who want to review, 
we have studied manners:  “please, sorry, excuse me, 
thank you, no thank you, you're welcome, may I, 
hello/good morning.” 

 
My next series is going to be on favorite Bible verses.  
We have mined some in Christian Education  meeting 
including both Psalms 23 and 100, John 3:16 and John 
11:35 to name a few.  You are welcome to add to this 
list by emailing the church office with your suggestions! 
 
Some of you have spoken with me about the upcom-
ing prayer breakfasts.  We will begin in December on a 
trial, monthly, open-ended, as the spirit moves basis!  
The idea is to gather, pray and begin our days on the 
right foot.  GRWP-E (Get Ready with Prayer-Early) will 
meet at the Professional  Coffee Shop (across from 
Franklin's on Route 1) 7 AM on Dec 1 and GRWP-L 
(Get Ready with Prayer-Late) will meet at IKEA at 10 
AM on Dec 8.  Come with prayer concerns and we will 
begin a list together. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
December 3:  Art Day at After School Club, volunteers                             
welcome! 
December 5, 8PM-8AM  Hanging the Greens Sleep-
over (for those who have come to Youth Worship) 
December 14:  Youth Christmas Pageant, Seniors and 
College age lunch 
December 21:  Berwyn Gift Exchange 6:30 PM (bring 
$5 wrapped gift) 
December 22:  Cook and serve lunch at Community 
Place Cafe--followed by Christmas Caroling, calling all 
youth and adult volunteers 
 
Blessings,  Dr. C  

 
For the month of December, please                
choose from the following list for your 
continued donations of food to  

Help by Phone, Limited. 

   oatmeal         peanut butter 
   grits          jelly 
   cold cereals         vegetables 
   pancake mix         fruit 
   baby foods         tuna 
   rice          beef stew 
   pudding         dry milk      

           pork and beans    pancake syrup  
        coffee                   spaghetti  
        tea            cocoa              

       Jell-O           pasta                                              
       macaroni & cheese         

                  red, green & yellow vegetables    

The staff of Riverdale Pres-
byterian Church wish all a 
Merry Christmas  and  a 
Happy New Year. 

 Rev. Mary Pullen 

 Carolyn Fink, Dr C. 

 Peggy Lint 

 Hugh Burton 

 Gerald Piercey 

 Ryan Main 

 Rees Richardson 


