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Musings from Mary  

 
Dear Friends at Riverdale, 

      

     I have been with you for a little over a month now and I am 
enjoying being with you! I am getting to learn what faces go with 
what names, and have been out to visit some of our sick and 
shut-in, as well as some others. Please continue to tell me your 
first names, as there are many of you and only one of me..it 
takes me awhile. 

     As the economic crisis worsens, I know that there are many 
concerns in our congregation and our community. People are 
losing  their jobs, their  homes and sometimes donôt have 
enough to eat. The stock market is down and people (my self 
and Randy included) are taking financial losses on paper. This 
especially hits those on fixed incomes who depend on their 
savings and investments for retirement incomes. Today, I went 
over to Berwyn Presbyterian Church to visit the food pantry 
there. Their inventory is down, and as winter approaches, the 
need will be greater. Please, letôs continue to donate food for the 
pantry. I would urge all of us to take the time to pick up extra 
canned goods at the grocery store to donate to the food pantry.  
     Sunday November 2 will kick off our stewardship campaign. I 
want to encourage all of us to give as generously as we are able 
with our tithes and offerings. 
     In the midst of recession, financial crisis and hard times, I 
believe that God always provides. We are called to be stewards 
not only of our money, but of all of our lives. Everything we have 
comes from God....the very air we breathe, the jobs we have, 
our families, life itself. We cannot take houses or cars or clothes 
or stock accounts to the grave with us, but we do have the 
ultimate victory with Christ Jesus. 
     Let us remember that what is eternal and never changes is 
our faith in Jesus Christ, who calls us from death to life and is 
with us always. Romans 8 gives us a promise that nothing shall 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord, not 
even death itself. We will endure and get stronger during these 
hard times. 
     We will live in the light as people of light, not in fear and 
darkness! 
 

In Christ, 

Mary     
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   SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

     The Session is prayerfully considering the proposed changes to 

the Constitution of the PCUSA in regards to Section G-6.0106.B, 

which deals with ordination requirements. National Capital Presbytery 

will vote on this issue in the spring. Our denomination will vote on it at 

General Assembly in 2010. The church office has booklets which ex-

plain the changes, or talk to Mary or Elder Harriet Sunderhauf, who 

has taken the lead in researching this issue. 

     Our stewardship campaign begins on November 2, 2008. Steward-

ship letters will be sent to all the preceding week. 

     The Mission Committee led by Bill Cammack has taken over the 

administration of our shelter. 

     The Mission Committee will provide leadership for our Safe Haven 

ministry the week of January 4, 2009. 

     The Session has endorsed a mission program --"Centsability"-- to 

support the Presbyterian Hunger Program. Our children (and adults) 

will be asked to contribute 2 cents for each meal of the day. The mon-

eys will be collected periodically and the children will assist in count-

ing the money. "Banks" will provided for the children to deposit their 

moneys.  

     The building use form for those outside the church has been up-

dated by the Session and is being sent to all outside groups and indi-

viduals using the building. They must reapply each January 1 to con-

tinue to have access to our building. 

     The Session authorized the Board of Property Management to 

complete work begun on the chancel area of our Sanctuary. 

     A member of RPC asked the Session for the opportunity to ad-

dress the congregation, in a ñMinute for Missionò format, concerning 

Maryland ballot question #2, the slot machine question. The Session 

deemed this to be a political issue and refused the request. 

 Christian Education  

Presbyterian Women - National Capital Presbyterian  
Partners for Peace present 
Jerusalem Women Speak:   

Three Women, Three Faiths, One Shared Vision 
 

November 23, 2008 
2:00 to 4:00 pm at 

Chevy Chase Presbyterian Church 
 

Call Bruce or Kate Beveridge if you need a ride. 

 
 
 
 

Christian Education Upcoming Events November/December: 

 

We are heading into a busy and wonderful time of year at 
Riverdale Presbyterian Church. 

 

November 9th:  PYC devotion 7:00 p.m. (6:30 for planning) 

 

November 16th:  Christian Education meeting after worship 

 

December 3rd:  Art Day in After School Club (no Middlers or                                
    Service Club), volunteers welcome   

 

December 5th:  Hanging of the Greens Sleepover (5th grade 
    and up) 9:00 P.M. to 9:00 A.M. 

 

December 13th:  Pageant practice, time to be announced 

 

December 14th:  Youth Pageant during worship;  Welcome 
      college student lunch 

 

December 21st:  PYC gift exchange with Berwyn  

      Presbyterian Church 6:30 P.M. 

 

December 28th:  No Sunday School for children, no Second 
      Session Sunday School 

 

B.A.C.S. (Middler Sunday School) has gotten off to a good 
start.  Upcoming schedule:  November 2 - BACS Band; No-
vember 9 - Art (BACS Band plays prelude), November 16 -
Chess; November 23 - Street Hockey; December 7th - 
BACS Band; December 13 - Pageant practice; December 21 
- To be determined. 

 

Carolyn Fink   (Dr. C) 

 

 
 

For the month of November, please                
choose from the following list for your 

continued donations of food to  

Help by Phone, Limited . 

   oatmeal         peanut butter 
   grits          jelly 
   cold cereals         vegetables 
   pancake mix         fruit 
   baby foods         tuna 
   rice          beef stew 
   pudding         dry milk      

           pork and beans    pancake syrup  
        coffee                   spaghetti  
        tea            cocoa              

       Jell-O           pasta                                              
       macaroni & cheese         

                  red, green & yellow vegetables    

              


