
Christian Education 

          Christian Education Summer Schedules 
 
Vacation Bible School 
Vacation Bible School and afternoon camps with University 
United Methodist and Berwyn Presbyterian, will take place 
June 22-26.  VBS theme will be:  "Studio 
Go!"  A gameshow emphasizing real 
teamwork, real service and real fun with 
Bible stories, crafts, song, games and 
friends from 9:30 AM to noon for ages 4 
through going into 6th grade.  Several af-
ternoon camps will continue the fun with 
sports and art until 2:30 PM.  Service 
Camp for students going into grades 7 and up will follow VBS 
from noon-2:30PM.  Registration is necessary for all programs 
and volunteers are welcome. Registration forms online and in 
the church office. 
 
Summer Youth Connection 
Six weeks of fellowship, food, and talking about faith chal-
lenges begins June 11… Sunday worship and fieldtrips, Thurs-
day night activities AND food...Sunday trips have to be 
signed up in advance to reserve limited seating on vans.  
Schedule and permission forms will be available soon.  Pro-
gram will be lead by Dr. C. with Ryan Rhodes, Megan Mat-
thews, Brian Young and Alan Tanwi. 

Summer Adult Sunday School 
By popular demand, Adult Sunday School will return to the se-
ries "Listen for God:  Contemporary Literature and the Life of 
Faith".  We are on the last stories of Volume 4:  The Ugliest 
Pilgrim by Doris Betts- June 7, The Family Markowitz by Alle-
gra Goodman- June 14, Mr. Green by Robert Olen Butler- June 
21 and Watch the Animals by Alice Elliott Dark- June 28.  The 
stories are compiled in a book available in the church office.  
Classes will begin at 8:45 AM with a video clip of the author 
discussing the story followed by group discussion. 
 
Blessings, Dr. C 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 

         

 
 

NEW IN CHURCH LIBRARY 
 
The Lord is My Shepherd: Healing Wisdom from the Twenty-
third Psalm by Harold S. Kashner is a book of practical spiritual-
ity, inspiration and encouragement going line by line and discus-
sion both context of the time it was written and use for the pre-
sent day. 
 
All  the Miracles of the Bible by Herbert Lockyer surveys 200 
miracles with information about God’s supernatural work. 
 
All the Parables of the Bible by Herbert Lockyer discusses 250 
parables from the Old and New Testaments with information on 
how to interpret them. 
 
101 Hymns Stories by Kenneth Osbeck give us factual, inspiring 
facts about selected favorite hymns. 
 
Big Action Bible Skits by Christine Young gives you 10 Old Tes-
tament skits and the colorful transparence backdrops. 
 
Teen Devotional Bible - give youth a daily context for Bible read-
ing and quiet time with God. 

 
Parenting in the Pew:  Guiding Your Children into the Joy of 
Worship by Robbie Castteman shows us how we can help our 
children enter into worship. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 

 

    The Session voted to reduce the size of the Board of Dea-
cons form 30 to 27 members. This change will be presented to 
the congregation at a future Congregational Meeting (yet to be 
called) as a By-Laws change is necessary. The reasons for the 
change will be published in advance of the future called meeting 
and in greater detail. 
     The Session endorsed the actions taken by Rev. Pullen to 
improve security in and around the church building. These ac-
tions include placing deadbolt locks on the offices of On Our 
Own and on the office of the Swahili radio ministry. These of-
fices are on the third floor of the education wing. An additional 
entry buzzer was installed by the Board of Property Manage-
ment. Also, the Session endorsed a policy of having groups us-
ing the building lock the outside access doors when their events 
are to begin and to assure these doors are locked upon depar-
ture. 
     The Hospitality Committee will sponsor an informational expo 
as part of the September 13, 2009 Rally Day Breakfast. The 
purpose of this expo is to provide information to members and 
visitors about the varied ministries and opportunities for service 
within Riverdale Presbyterian Church. Details will be coming 
throughout the summer months. 
     The Session adopted a policy, effective July 1, 2009, that all 
groups and individuals of Riverdale Presbyterian Church and 
those from outside Riverdale Presbyterian Church wanting to 
hold a fundraising event using the Riverdale Presbyterian 
Church property or its name must seek permission from the 
Session through written application at least sixty (60) days prior 
to the event. All groups and individuals currently holding such 
activities must also make application. If you are considering 
such an activity, please be in contact with Rev. Pullen for guid-
ance. 
     The Session decided that with permission of the individual, e-
mail addresses will be included in future Riverdale Presbyterian 
Church telephone directories.  If an individual chooses not to 
have his or her email address published, he or she may choose 
to have the email address available in the church office.  This 
person could then give Peggy permission to provide the address 
to church members who request it.  A letter will be sent to each 
member to inform him or her about this program and to solicit 
the individual’s  preference regarding disclosure of this email 
address  
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Musings from Mary 
 

Dear Friends at Riverdale, 
 
Spring in all its glorious beauty is with us. With the exception of 
the pollen that coats everything, I really enjoy seeing all of the 
flowers bloom. It reminds me that God created a wonderful 
world for humans, full of natural beauty. 
 
On May 24, we remembered in our morning worship those who 
had passed on since last Memorial Day. It is right that we should 
do so. We should remember that this past year, women and 
men have died in Iraq, Afghanistan and other places around the 
world in the service of their country. Whatever your view on the 
morality or justice of the war, the fact remains that these people 
made the ultimate sacrifice. They leave behind families, friends, 
and  loved ones who will forever mourn their passing.  
 
Since I arrived at Riverdale in September, I have conducted 
seven funerals. We share the sorrow of those of our church 
family who lost loved ones this past year. As humans, we mourn 
the loss of the physical presence of the person we lost. As 
Christians, we celebrate through our tears that the person now 
dwells forever with the Lord. One day, we will see each other 
again. Christians take comfort knowing that death is not the end. 
As we have died to sin in the waters of baptism, so we rise to 
new life in the Resurrection of Jesus. 
 
I understand that things slow down quite a bit around RPC in the 
summer. I hope all of you take some time for rest, reflection and 
relaxation.  
 
One of the goals for RPC of course, is the election of the Pastor 
Nominating Committee, or PNC. My hope is that we can have 
the PNC elected either this summer or by the early fall at the 
latest. 
 
May God bless all of you this summer. 
 
In Christ, 
 
MARY   
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