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Musings from Mary 

 
Dear Friends at Riverdale, 

 
     The holidays are over, and we are at the beginning of a brand-new 
year! If you are like me, you find it hard to believe that it is 2009. 
Where did 2008 go? When I arrived at Riverdale in September, it was 
a time of great transition. After some reflection, the Session decided to 
ñtake a deep breath,ò enjoy the holidays and after the first of the year, 
to hit the tasks of the Interim Process hard. There are some things that 
must be done before Presbytery will allow Riverdale to start searching 
for an Installed Pastor. I will discuss some of these below, and you will 
hear more about them as time goes on. For purposes of this letter, 
these are not in any particular order. 

     A Mission Self-Study must be completed. What IS a Mission Self-
Study, and who does it? Session will appoint a Mission Self-Study 
Committee to do this task.  The Mission Self-Study Committee will 
gather information about the congregation and the community. It will 
look at the demographics of the changing neighborhoods around our 
church. They will try to discern (with help from the congregation) what 
God is calling this church to do and be in this community and where 
the future might take Riverdale. As part of this study, the committee 
will look at finances, the physical plant, and the membership rolls of 
the church. 

     When all the information is gathered, and a report issued, at some 
point in this process I will tell Presbytery that Riverdale is ready to 
elect the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). Once Presbytery gives 
Riverdale permission to elect the PNC, a congregational meeting is 
called to do just that. Once elected, the PNC can begin to write the 
Church Information Form (CIF). Once that is done, and Presbytery 
certifies the CIF, it can be posted on the national website. Potential 
candidates can read the CIF to determine if they would like to apply for 
the position of Pastor at Riverdale, and can send their resumes or 
Personal Information Forms to the PNC for consideration. The PNC 
then decides which of the candidates they want to interview. 

     If this sounds like an overwhelming process....donôt worry! It is a 
step by step process, and it can work very well.  

     Please call me or email me if you questions about this. My door or 
phone or email is always open to any of you! I will always do my best 
for you. 

     May all of you have a happy and blessed 2009! 

In Christ, 

Rev. Mary A. Pullen 
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 Christian Education 

 
 

January childrenôs sermons will begin to consider favor-
ite Bible verses.  To learn our first verse, Micah 6:8, we 
will have a vocabulary lessons.  What do ñjustice,ò 
ñkindness,ò and ñhumblyò mean? 

 

January 4th - Micah 6:8 é and what does the Lord re-
quire of you but to do justice, 

January 11th...and to love kindness, (1) 

January 18théand to walk humbly with your God? 

 

Consider joining us for Get Ready with Prayer break-
fasts.  Mondays we meet at 7am at the Professional 
Coffee Shop on West side of Route 1 near Franklinôs.  
We grab a coffee or juice, read the devotional from 
These Days, and spend the rest of the time in prayer.  
We finish by 7y:30 a.m. so that people can go to work.  
The later GRWP meets at 10:00 a.m. second Mondays 
at IKEA.  Most of us eat the inexpensive breakfast in 
the cafeteria area on the second floor as we discuss 
joys and concerns before a group prayer.  The late 
GRWP is more relaxed, but we still try to finish by 
11a.m. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

January Sundays:  Band practice - 9:435 in room next 
to choir room, Comparative ReligionðIslam and Scien-
tology for Senior Highs and Young Adults 

January 4th 5-7p.m. Youth Connection cooks for Safe 
Haven, devotions following. 

January 7th 5-7p.m. Service Club cooks for Safe Ha-
ven 

January 7th and 14th ð No ASC or Middlers 

January 11th  Noon-12:30 p.m. Second Session Godly 
Play (grades 1-6) story time with parents and family. 

 
Blessings,  Dr. C  

 
For the month of January, please                
choose from the following list for your 
continued donations of food to  

Help by Phone, Limited. 

   oatmeal         peanut butter 
   grits          jelly 
   cold cereals         vegetables 
   pancake mix         fruit 
   baby foods         tuna 
   rice          beef stew 
   pudding         dry milk      

           pork and beans    pancake syrup  
        coffee                   spaghetti  
        tea            cocoa              

       Jell-O           pasta                                              
       macaroni & cheese         

                  red, green & yellow vegetables    

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

Rev. Pullen and Randy Pullen will be doing the ñGospels 
and the Crusadesò Sunday School class on January 11th 
and January 18th.  Harriet Sunderhauf and Rev. Pullen 
will be doing some classes on the constitutional changes 
to the Book of Order in February, time to be announced.  
Come and join us for these interesting classes. 

Godly Play Second Session 

 Sunday School 

Youôre invited 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please come and hear our stories on 

Sunday, January 11 at noon 

 

Jesusô birthééééééé..éééééé..told by Jordan 

Queen Jezebeléééééééééééé...told by Henry 

David & Sauléééééééééééééé.told by Mark 

Braggy Kingéééééééééééééé...told by Alex 

Prophet Elijahééééééééééé..é..told by Muritz 

Kings & Prophetsééééééééé.éé...told by Luke 

Creationéééééééééééééééé.told by Bea 


