SESSION MEETING OF NOVEMBER 17, 2009
HIGHLIGHTS

Membership by profession of faith approved by unani-
mous voice vote for John Teke. Mr. Teke officially joined on
Nov. 29th when he and his family lit the first advent candle.

The front pews and modesty rails have been reset in the
sanctuary. Re-flooring of the upper level of the chancel area
is in progress. The Session offers its thanks to Hugh Burton,
our building manager; Phil Warner; Bruce Beveridge; and
the Board of Property Management for their continued excel-
lent work in keeping the RPC facility in good repair.

The Budget, Finance and Stewardship Committee reports
that the stewardship drive for this year is almost over with
the maijority of our families renewing their pledges and many
increasing their pledges, even in these hard financial times.
They also recommended and Session approved a base sal-
ary of $80,000 for a new, called pastor. The pastor nominat-
ing committee will use when they begin seeking candidates.

Session disapproved a request to use Custis Hall on an
intermittent basis as an exercise/workout space by an out-
side group.

Advent brochures with daily readings have been sent to
our shut-ins and are available in the narthex for those at-
tending Sunday services.

Session approved a request to bring in harpist Cara
Fleck, who recently performed during Music At Riverdale, on
Dec. 20th to play during the service and accompany the
chancel choir as they sing the Angel Carol.

The Worship and Music Committee is looking at obtaining
new chairs with hymnal racks for the chancel area. Options
are being reviewed and samples will be examined by the
choir.

The Annual Riverdale Presbyterian Christmas Card is posted
in the Narthex through Christmas Eve. The picture is one of
Ted Ifft's beautiful needlepoints. As is our custom, RPC fami-
lies and friends may extend their greeting by signing the card.
Contributions may be placed in the attached stocking. These
gifts will help support the Deacons’ mission. Please make
checks out to Riverdale Presbyterian Church and designate
them for the Christmas Card Fund.

HELP BY PHONE for the
December - 2009

Oatmeal Dry milk
Grits Coffee
Cold cereals Tea
Pancake mix Cocoa
Pancake syrup Spaghetti
Dried Beans Jelly
Rice Pudding Fruit
Vegetables Beef stew Tuna
Macaroni & Cheese Pork & beans Pasta
Jello Applesauce

Spaghetti Sauce

Upcoming Christian Education dates:
Wed, Dec2 Art Day in ASC

Fri, Dec 4 Hanging the Greens Sleepover and pageant
practice 8PM-8AM

Sat, Dec 5 Trip to SERRV 8AM-4PM

Sat, Dec 12 Pageant Rehearsal

Sun, Dec 13  Pageant, no Second Session Sunday School

Sun, Dec 20 Godly Play story telling party

Sun, Dec 27 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

It is time to order your Christmas Poinsettial
They will decorate the chancel for worship on
Sunday, December 20th and Christmas
Eve. You may pick up your plant on De-
cember 20th or after the Christmas Eve ser-
vice or leave it for the Deacons to deliver to
the sick or shut-ins. The cost for a poinset-
tia with 8-12 blooms is $10.50. The colors
for ordering are, red, white, pink and mar-
ble. If you would like to order a poinsettia
you are welcome to call the church office to
place your order at 301/927-0477
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Christian Education

Prayer in Preparation

For about a year now, several of us at RPC have been meet-
ing for regular prayer. We meet on Monday mornings at 7 AM
at the Professional Coffee Shop on Route 1 near Franklin's. On
second Mondays we change venues to IKEA at 10 AM. We eat
together, read a devotional and Bible verse, collect joys and
concerns, and conclude with prayer. We try to finish in 30 min-
utes to be respectful of people's time. In our first 30 Mondays
we had excellent results with 28 prayers answered and 37 ongo-
ing prayer concerns. Our prayers have covered concerns such
as Safe Haven, politics, healing for people afflicted with colds
and flu, good youth retreats and safe travels for members. It
has proven to be a joyful way to start the day. All are welcome
to come anytime (check the web/email to make sure we are
meeting).

The Prayer Breakfast would like to sponsor some evening
prayer meetings. The first will be on December 21 in Custis Hall
at 9:15PM (after Bells) on the longest night of the year. Some
traditions have a service of contemplation or recognition of
mourning and sadness during the holiday season. We know
that from darkness can come a light in our lives. On this night
we will meet and pray together. One way to turn sadness away
is to think of others, so at this gathering, we will also decorate
Angel Pillows in which to gather donations of clothes ( medium
men's underwear, men’s socks, hats, gloves, wash clothes) that
we can give to our Safe Haven men in January. Consider join-
ing us for a time of prayer and fellowship on Dec 21 from 9:15-
10PM in Custis Hall by the stained glass. If you cannot come,
collect clothes to donate to the Angel Pillows, bring in an
old plain pillow case for us to decorate and pray for all of us!

We don't have a date for the second evening of prayer, but
we plan to meet one evening in January or February in support
of the Pastor Nominating process. The Committee has been
meeting every Sunday and has begun the work of compiling and
writing our Church Information Form that will be posted. When
this task is completed and the CIF submitted, there is a lull be-
fore receiving and reviewing Personal Information Forms
(PIF). Prayer Breakfast will sponsor a night of prayer during that
break for our church and its leaders, past, present and future.

Join us in prayer!
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mas spirit!!

In Christ,
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