
      HELP BY PHONE for the                       
 April   - 2010 

  Soups  Dry milk 

  Grits   Coffee 

  Cold cereals             Tea   

  Pancake mix             Cocoa 

  Pancake syrup Pasta 

  Jelly   Baby food 

  Rice   Pudding            
Tuna                              Fruit                           Jell-o               

Pork & beans      Oatmeal                    Rice  

Beef stew     Pasta Sauce             Fruit    

Macaroni & Cheese    Peanut butter            Jell-o   

Red, green & yellow vegetables 

Christian Education 

New in the Church Library 
 

 

 

I Can Survive by Jennifer Allen is a 
book for persons with life threatening 
illnesses.  The book was published by 
the American Cancer Society. 

 

 

 

The Seeds of Heaven:  Sermons on the Gospel of Matthew  
by Barbara Brown Taylor is a collection of 15 sermons written 
by one of the “twelve most effective preachers in the English 
language” according to Baylor University. 

Session Highlights 

     The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) presented and 
the Session approved the Church Information Form (CIF). 
The document will be sent to Presbytery for its approval and 
then will be posted on the internet. This is the document that 
announces that RPC is seeking to call a new Pastor. The 
Session commended and thanked the PNC for its diligence 
and prayerful work in preparing this document. The document 
will be posted on the RPC website and a copy may be ob-
tained through the church office. 

      The spring Congregational Meeting will be called for May 
2, 2010. All groups within the congregation must submit their 
reports to the church office by April 9, 2010. If at all possible, 
please send them electronically.  

     The Mission Committee is sponsoring a luncheon after 
morning worship on April 18, 2010. This luncheon is a fund-
raiser in support of Mr. Tim Young. Tim is planning to go to 
Cambodia with the World Hope organization to help combat 
the sex trade trafficking in that country. 

     As a result of the recent burglary the offices of Rev. Pullen 
and Dr. Fink have been rekeyed. The silver key that opens 
most interior doors will no longer open these doors. Also, the 
key closet in the church office has a new lock. These keys 
will have extremely limited distribution. 

At our recent prayer service in support of the Pastor  

Nominating Committee, we explored together several prayer  

disciplines.  Prayer Breakfast participants led the group in a  

variety of prayer styles: 

Responsive Reading - praying the Psalms is an ancient  

Judeo-Christian tradition and many are written as responsive  

prayers in our former red hymnal. 

Poetic or Performed Prayer - Frank Randall read the following  

as we listened: (Adapted from: Universal Prayer by Alexander Pope) 

Father of all! In every age, in every clime adored, By saint, by savage, 
and by sage:  Jehovah, Lamb or Lord!  Thou Great First Cause, least 
understood, who all my sense confined to know but this, that Thou art 
good, and that myself am blind:  Yet gave me, in this dark estate, to  

see the good from ill; and, binding Nature fast in Fate, left free the hu-
man Will.  If I am right, thy grace impart, still in the right to stay; if I am 
wrong, O teach my heart to find that better way.  Teach me to feel an-
other’s woe, to right the fault I see:  That mercy I to others show, that 
mercy show to me.  This day be bread and peace my lot:  all else be-
neath the sun thou knowest if best bestowed or not, and let Thy will be 
done.  Amen. 

Silent prayer accompanied by music - RPC is blessed with  

Gerald’s piano talent.   

Praying together with petitions and response - Petitions came from 

individuals, spoken prayer followed by the refrain:  

“Gracious God, we give you thanks and praise.”  

Concert Prayer - this was probably the most different where  

everyone prayed aloud together in this case around the theme of  

prayers for the future of RPC.  The chorus of words was  

encouraging and empowering. 

There are more types of prayers to explore:  Taize (style of  

Music and chants) and walking prayers (like Stations of the Cross 

Or labyrinth) in addition to different prayer content (confessional, 

Intercessory, praise, etc. 

We hope to have more prayer services in the future.  We will continue 
Prayer Breakfasts.  You are always welcome to join the meeting at the 
Professional Coffee House from 7-7:30 on Monday mornings (2

nd
 Mon-

days at 10 at IKEA).  We read a devotional (These Days—available in 
the Narthex), accompanying Bible verses and pray over joys and con-
cerns.  We continue to “Rejoice evermore.  Pray without ceasing.  In 
everything give thanks:  for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus con-
cerning you”  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. 

 

Dr. “C”  

From Marie Chvatal: 

    Another year and another walk for Multiple Sclerosis 
(MS)!  Our team, the “MILES STREET WALKERS, will be 
walking in Columbia, MD for our 10th year.  The walk will be 
held on April 24th.  Our goal is to support and help thou-
sands of people with MS.  Many of these victims cannot 
walk without assistance, such as a walker or wheelchair.  
Some cannot get out of bed, while others do not show the 
physical aspects of the disease. MS affects each person dif-
ferently. 

     I have been asked why I devote so much time and effort 
to MS.  It is for many reasons.  One is that my daughter, 
Missy, has suffered from the disease for the last 7 years, 
and so does our cousin, Darlene Street, who is Carl Miles’ 
daughter - our team captain of the MILES STREET WALK-
ERS.  If we spend a few hours of our time walking to raise 
funds, some day a cure will be found to help them and elimi-
nate MS worldwide.   

Our team has a great track record.  Over the past 11 years, 
we have raised about $158,000.  We took 5th place in rais-
ing the most money in Maryland last year!  Please help us 
keep this pace. 

There are two ways to donate, both of which are tax deducti-
ble:  1) online at www.nationalmssociety.org/MDM; 2) By 
checks sent directly to Marie Chvatal.  Please make them 
payable to MS Society. 
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Musings from Mary 
 

Dear Friends at Riverdale, 

After the long winter of “Snowmagedden,” spring is here.  It’s 
hard to believe that we had snow on the ground from mid-
December until the first of March.  I have so enjoyed seeing the 
trees begin to leaf out, the early flowers blooming, and other 
signs of new life.  In the words of the Psalmist, it restores my 
soul! It brings great joy! The Easter season is a time of 
renewal. 

  

Jesus brings us forgiveness, hope and life eternal. I often 
wonder what the women and the first disciples thought when 
they realized the grave was empty. Jesus had told them many 
times that he would be betrayed, that he would suffer and die 
on the cross and that he would be resurrected.  Yet, there is a 
difference in being told that something will happen and actually 
experiencing the reality.  Would we have re-acted any 
differently if we had been there for the first Easter morning?  

 

The Apostle Paul tells us that nothing shall separate us from 
Christ Jesus our Lord. In Romans 8, we are assured that not 
famine, nor trials, nor tribulation, not even death itself can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  I am so very 
grateful for that assurance and that promise. 

 

As we move forward here at Riverdale Presbyterian Church, let 
us be grateful for the many ways that God has blessed us. We 
are moving through a time of transition. The Pastor Nominating 
Committee wrote the Church Information Form and it was 
approved by the Session. As soon as Presbytery approves it, it 
will be posted on-line by the denomination and candidates can 
apply for the position. The PNC will then move forward with the 
tasks of screening and eventually interviewing candidates. 
What an exciting time for our congregation! 

 

We see again the process of renewal and hope!  

 

In this glorious time of year, Randy and I wish for each of you a 
happy and blessed Easter season! 

 

Remember, He is Risen! 

Mary    
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