
      HELP BY PHONE for the                       
 February  - 2010 

    

  Oatmeal  Dry milk 

  Grits   Coffee 

  Cold cereals Tea 

  Pancake mix Cocoa 

  Pancake syrup Pasta 

  Jelly   Baby food 

 Rice       Pudding   Tuna            
Fruit                             Jell-o     

Beef stew      Pasta Sauce              

Macaroni & Cheese        

Christian Education 

  Retreats and Other News from the Youth Front 
 

     This is the complement to "what I did on summer vacation"... 
"what we did on the Confirmation Retreat"!  On a recent week-
end in January, the RPC Confirmation Class and Confirmation 
alums spent a wonderful 2 days and one night at Camp Mead-
owkirk.  The Confirmation Class was well represented with only 
a couple not making the trip.  They were joined by five loyal 
Confirmation alums who lent their time and recent wisdom to the 
activities.  We all left on Saturday in the veritable monster RPC 
van very nearly full! 
     We arrived to a nice weather day at Meadowkirk.  After set-
tling into the new and comfortable cabin (boys bunkroom on the 
right and girls bunkroom on the left), we set out to do some out-
side work for the camp.  We raked leaves and shoveled gravel 
in the warm winter sun.  Our group benefited from the mission 
trip veterans (Emily and Adam Rhodes, Ali Leonardi and Alan 
Tanwi) who know how to work!  Back at the cabin we split into 
two groups for confirmation activities led by Rev. Mary and Dr. 
C.  After dinner we had some more learning time that culmi-
nated in Presbyterian Bingo!   
     The youth enjoyed free time before dinner (hikes, card 
games, sleep) and after activities (group games and star gaz-
ing).  We all went to sleep@ midnight.  The next morning we got 
up, had breakfast and hiked to the river for an outdoor worship 
with prayer, silence, and scripture.  The drive back ended at 
RPC Bagel time!  Every group trip is different, but this one was 
marked by good spirits and the gift of gratitude.  The youth loved 
being at Camp Meadowkirk, being together and lte us know with 
their thanks. 
     They learned about Presbyterianism: John Calvin (Godfather 
of PC), John Knox (Scottish father of PC), Rehoboth (site of 1st 
US PC), General Assembly, Synod and Session levels of PC 
governance and some basic PC theology (Bible=inspired word 
of God, baptism and communion=2 sacraments, beliefs re-
formed and still reforming (not changing the basics, but purifying 
theology).  These concepts and others will be reviewed in the 
confirmation process and with parents and others who want to 
know more about "How to Spell Presbyterian!". 
 
Dr. “C” 

INCLEMENT WEATHER  

INSTRUCTIONS 

 

In case of inclement weather please check the web-
site for the latest cancellation information, television 
channel 7, WTOP radio, and the Friday email (press #6 
on phone menu).  Decisions will be made by 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday mornings. 

Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on 

Sunday, February 7, 2010 immediately following the worship 
services.  As in previous years the congregation will vote on 
new members to the Board of Property Management.  The 
meeting will be followed by a luncheon in Custis Hall.  Session 
decided at the April 14, 2009 meeting that the Annual Report 
will provided to the congregation at the May congregational 
meeting.  The slate of candidates for the Board of Property 
Management is Lynn Dudinsky and Godlove Kobe.  Nomina-
tions may be made from the floor, however, if you nominate 
someone from the floor, please secure their permission in ad-
vance. 

February 7th  

Sunday 

Confirmation class and Youth Connec-
tion helping with Congregational meal;  

Mission  Trip 2010 to Tennessee  

    information distributed 

February 14th 

& 15th  

Sunday  

Service Club overnight and work at 
SERRV - permission required. 

Upcoming Youth Events  

Session Highlights 

     The Session and Rev. Mary Pullen have 
agreed to extend her contract with Riverdale Pres-
byterian Church for another six (6) months effec-
tive March 15, 2010. This is the second such ex-
tension.  

     The Session has authorized a special Mission 
offering for Haitian earthquake relief. All funds will 
be channeled through the National Capital Pres-
bytery. Please make checks payable to Riverdale 
Presbyterian Church noting Haitian relief on the 
memo line. 

     The Pastor Nominating Committee continues 
to work on the Church Information Form. They will 
report on their work at the February 7, 2010 Con-
gregational Meeting and will be available for ques-
tions. 



N
E
W

S
 N

O
T
E
S
 o

f
 R

I
V

E
R

D
A

L
E

 
P

R
E

S
B

Y
E

R
I
A

N
 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 

R
IV

E
R

D
A

L
E

 P
R

E
S

B
Y

T
E

R
IA

N
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 

6
5

1
3

 Q
u

een
s C

h
ap

el R
o
ad

                           

H
y
attsv

ille. M
D

  2
0
7
8
2

-2
1
9
7
                          

T
elep

h
o

n
e:3

0
1

-9
2
7

-0
4
7
7
                                 

E
-m

ail: riv
p

res@
m

sn
.co

m
; F

ax
: 3

0
1

-6
9
9

-2
1
5
6
 

W
eb

 site:  w
w

w
.riv

erd
alep

resb
y
terian

.o
rg

                 

   

S
u

n
d

a
y
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 S
e

rv
ic

e
s

 

S
u

n
d

a
y
 S

c
h

o
o

l 

1
s
t S

e
s
s
io

n
 9

:4
5

a
m

 

2
n

d
 S

e
s
s
io

n
 1

2
:0

0
p

m
  

1
1

:0
0

 a
.m

. - S
a

n
c
tu

a
ry

   

 A
ll a

re
 w

e
lc

o
m

e
!

 

C
o

m
e &

      

W
o
rsh

ip
 

F
e
b

r
u

a
r
y
 
2

0
1

0
 
 
N

U
M

B
E

R
 
 
1

0
9

7
 

ñ
B
e
 
c
a
r
e
f
u
l
 
n
o
t
 
t
o
 
d
o
 
y
o
u
r
 
a
c
t
s
 
o
f
 
r
i
g
h
t
e
o
u
s
n
e
s
s
 

 

b
e
fo

re
 m

e
n
, to

 b
e
 s

e
e
n
 b

y
 th

e
m

. 

If y
o

u
 d

o
, y

o
u
 w

ill h
a
v
e

 n
o

 re
w

a
rd

  

fro
m

 y
o

u
r F

a
th

e
r in

 h
e

a
v
e

n
. 

S
o

 w
h

e
n
 y

o
u
 g

iv
e

 to
 th

e
 n

e
e

d
y
,  

d
o
 n

o
t a

n
n

o
u

n
c
e

 it w
ith

 tru
m

p
e
ts

,  

a
s
 th

e
 h

y
p
o

c
rite

s
 d

o
 in

 th
e

 s
y
n

a
g

o
g

u
e

s
  

a
n
d

 o
n

 th
e
 s

tre
e
ts

, to
 b

e
 h

o
n

o
re

d
 b

y
 m

e
n
. 

I te
ll y

o
u
 th

e
 tru

th
, th

e
y
 h

a
v
e
 re

c
e
iv

e
d
  

th
e
ir re

w
a
rd

 in
 fu

ll.   

B
u

t w
h

e
n

 y
o

u
 g

iv
e

 to
 th

e
 n

e
e

d
y
,  

d
o
 n

o
t le

t y
o

u
r le

ft h
a
n

d
 

k
n

o
w

 w
h

a
t y

o
u
r rig

h
t h

a
n
d

 is
 g

o
in

g
. 

S
o

 th
a
t y

o
u
r F

a
th

e
r, 

w
h

o
 s

e
e
s
 w

h
a
t is

 d
o
n

e
 in

 s
e

c
re

t, 

w
i
l
l
 
r
e
w
a
r
d
 
y
o
u
.
ò

 
M

a
tth

e
w

 6
:1

-4
 

 

Musings from Mary 
 

Dear Friends at Riverdale, 
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     As a child, I always dreaded the arrival of Valentine’s Day. 
Some weeks before the actual day, the teacher usually had 
us make “Valentine Bags.” These were brown lunch bags 
decorated with hearts, marked with each child’s name. On 
February 14th, class members brought valentines to school to 
put in the bag. In my childish mind, I never received as many 
valentines as the more popular kids. My mother always made 
sure that I put a valentine into every classmate’s bag, whether 
or not I liked them. “You cannot leave anyone out,” she would 
say, “it is unkind to do so." No matter that I pointed out to her 
that I did not get cards from everyone in return, and so it was 
unkind to me.  The point my mother made here was very bibli-
cal; do unto to others, even when they don’t do unto to you. It 
is what faith calls us to do. It is called love and kindness. 
     In I Corinthians I 13 and following, Paul details for us what 
love is. Love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or irritable. 
Love does not remember the wrong, but the right. When I was 
a child, I thought as a child, but no longer. My definition of 
love as an adult is far more mature than when I was a child. I 
have thought much about love over the years, what it means, 
and how to express it. One of the ways my mother showed 
love was with food. No matter how little we had, it seemed 
there was always enough to set one more place at the table. 
Sometimes it was little more than pinto beans and potatoes, 
but we ate it and shared it with our friends. No one was ever 
turned away. 
     When Jesus came into the world, it was the greatest gift of 
love ever given. He came to humble, poor people. He came 
into a suffering and broken world. The love of Christ calls us 
to love one another as he loved us, and to share that love 
with others. We have tremendous proof of that in the outpour-
ing of help that is flowing into Haiti in the wake of the earth-
quake. God calls us to love and share. As we move into the 
spring, move forward with the pastor nominating process and 
eventually call a permanent pastor, I pray that the love of Je-
sus Christ be with us all. 
  
Blessings, 
  
 
 
  
 

Mary 
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